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Charter school finds home: Newpoint Bay High will move into
renovated West 23rd Street facility

Apr. T--PANAMA CITY — Bay County's newest charter
school, Newpoint Bay High School, has found a home
in an existing building on West 23rd Street.

"It's a great location for our immediate needs in August
and when we grow," said Marcus May, president and
CEO of Newpoint Education Partners, an organization
that establishes alternativelearning charter schools.

The plans for the existing building include a coffee shop, similar to Starbucks, where some
students will create the signage and Web site and others will learn to operate a business by
working there. Wireless access and multiple flat-panel televisions will provide school and
world news.

"High school doesn't need to feel like a hospital " May said. "The environment should be one
that has energy and makes students want to be there "

The learning labs, the school's name for classrooms, will be equipped with laptops, a media
production facility with small studios for producing and editing videos, a student-run Internet
television channel and room to produce Newpoint's video yearbook that would replace the
traditional hard copy.

"The state requires that students declare a major,” May said. "We will offer majors in
entrepreneurship, marketing, computer graphics, opportunities for students to work in the
community in entry-level jobs "

May set a target enrollment of 150 and said the school nearly has reached it. Adjacent to the
existing building is ample property on which Newpoint plans to build a 25, 000-sguare-foot
technology-intensive building to accommodate adding more grades.
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"We are focused on Florida and will be looking for more (new charter school) sites here,”
May said. "Florida is a progressive state in education. They are more flexible and willing to try
things. Bay County is one of the most progressive districts in the state. The district is truly
looking out for its students.”



