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10.5 Million K-12 Students Will Attend Classes Online by 2014

More than 2 million preK-12 students take some form of schooling online right now--
whether attending a virtual school for all their classes or just taking one or more courses
via the Internet. But while the vast majority of students will continue to take all of their
courses in physical classrooms over the next five years, the number of students taking
courses online will jump to more than 10 million by 2014, according to data released
recently by research firm Ambient Insight.

According to Ambient Insight Chief Research Officer Sam S. Adkins, already about
450,000 K-12 students attend virtual schools or "cyber" charter schools full-time, while
another 1.75 million take some of
their classes online. The two groups WHERE STUDENTS ARE TAKING CLASSES: 2009 V. 2014
are still outnumbered by stuc.lents r’m
who take all of their courses in million . _
physical classrooms, which Ambient gt S p Rl el of their courses
. o . in physical classrooms through
Insight reckoned at 50.03 million as 3 2014, but that majority will shrink,

of 2009. and the number of students taking
at least some courses online will
surpass 10 million during that time.

The majority of students in K-12 will

But this situation will change
somewhat by 2014, at which time,
Adkins forecast, the number of
students taking all of their courses
in physical classrooms will drop to
40.49 million, while 3.78 million will
take all of their classes online, and
6.68 million will take some of their
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The information was presented in a All in Some Virtual/Online
Webinar that coincided with a new Classrooms Online  Charter Schooled
report from Ambient InSight Source: Ambient Insight, “US Self-paced elLearning Market” via Webinar
focusing on the growth of the entitled '] on in Educational Tec

electronic lea rning market (in terms The Virualization of K-12 and Higher Educatio er 2009,

of dollars spent on products and services) from 2009 to 2014. Titled "US Self-paced
elLearning Market," the new report highlighted some of the dominant segments in

online learning. K-12 was projected to grow about 18 percent by 2014; higher education
was projected to grow more than 8 percent.




